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Regulations. First, all such license applica-
tions must be resolved or referred to me for
resolution no later than 90 calendar days
after they are submitted to the Department
of Commerce. Second, the Departments of
State, Defense, and Energy, and the Arms
Control and Disarmament Agency will have
the authority to review any such license ap-
plication. In addition, the Executive order
sets forth specific procedures including inter-
mediate time frames, for review and resolu-
tion of such license applications.

The Executive order is designed to make
the licensing process more efficient and
transparent for exporters while ensuring that
our national security, foreign policy, and non-
proliferation interests remain fully protected.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 5, 1995.

NoTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on December 6.

Remarks to the Committee for
American Leadership in Bosnia and
an Exchange With Reporters

December 6, 1995

The President. | want to welcome this
distinguished group of Americans to the
White House. Each of you has worked very
hard throughout your career to preserve and
to project America’s leadership around the
world. Today you have joined across partisan
lines to make a strong case for America’s
leadership in Bosnia, and | thank you for that.

I welcome the support that you and others,
including Presidents Bush and Ford, have
shown for our troops and our efforts to se-
cure a peace in Bosnia. All of you represent
a spirit that has helped to keep our country
strong. Regardless of party or political dif-
ferences, you've stood up for America’s lead-
ership on behalf of our interests and our val-
ues.

Many of you have been working for peace
in Bosnia since that terrible war began. Now
that the Balkan leaders have made a commit-
ment to peace, you know that we must help
that peace take hold. You understand the im-
portance of our action and the costs of our
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failure to act, something, I might add, that
has been under-discussed in the public arena
in the last few weeks. Our conscience de-
mands that we seize this chance to end the
suffering, but our national security interests
are deeply engaged as well.

Europe’s security is still inextricably tied
to America’s. We need a strong Europe as
a strong partner on the problems from terror-
ism to the spread of weapons of mass de-
struction. Europe’s stability is threatened as
long as this war burns at its center. We have
to stand with the Europeans on Bosnia if
we're going to stand with them and if we
expect them to stand with us, on the whole
range of other issues we clearly are going to
face together in the years ahead.

Our engagement in Bosnia is also essential
for the continued viability of NATO. All the
parties, all the parties there, asked for
NATOQO'’s help in securing this peace. If we're
going to be NATO’s leader, we have to be
part of this mission. If we turn our backs on
Bosnia now, our allies will do the same; the
peace will fail, the conflict could spread, the
slaughter will certainly resume. NATO would
be shaken at its core. Its ability to shape a
stable, undivided Europe would be thrown
into doubt, and our leadership in Europe and
around the world would pay a terrible, ter-
rible price.

For 50 years, the bipartisan consensus for
our leadership in the world has been a source
of America’s progress and strength. At the
dawn of the post-cold-war era, that consensus
is being questioned. But I believe that vision
and unity are still called for.

During my recent trip to Europe, every-
where | went and every person with whom
| talked, from people on the street to prime
ministers, said the very same thing: American
leadership matters; American leadership is
welcome; American leadership is necessary.
But leadership is not a spectator sport. In
Bosnia, our leadership can make a difference
between peace and war. It demands our par-
ticipation.

I have to tell you that I knew how the Eu-
ropean leaders felt, and | thought I knew
how the people in the street felt. But the
personal expression of support for America’s
willingness to help broker this peace agree-
ment in Dayton and then to help participate
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in the peace mission in Bosnia was more in-
tense, more persistent, and more urgent than
I had imagined, from the Prime Minister of
Great Britain to the Prime Minister of Ger-
many, to the Prime Minister of Spain, to the
Prime Minister of Ireland, everyone else I
talked to. This is a very, very, very important
thing in terms of our relationships with Eu-
rope and what we expect in terms of a part-
nership with Europe in the years ahead.

Let me say to those of you who come here
from both parties, | understand that biparti-
sanship in foreign policy has never meant
agreement on every detail of every policy.
And while we may differ from time to time
on the specifics of our policies, we still must
agree and we have never fundamentally dis-
agreed on our purpose: to defend our inter-
ests, to preserve peace, to protect human
rights, to promote prosperity around the
world.

That does not mean that we can solve
every problem. We cannot be the world’s po-
liceman. But when our leadership can make
a difference between war and peace and
when our interests are engaged, we have a
duty to act. We have seen the dividends of
that from the Persian Gulf to the Middle
East, from North Korea to Northern Ireland
to Haiti. American leadership can also
produce those dividends and more in Bosnia,
because we can make a difference there.

I'm convinced that this mission is clear;
it's achievable. Our troops will have strong
rules of engagement. They will operate under
an American general. They will be fully
trained and heavily armed. Our commanders
have done all they can to minimize the risks
and to maximize their ability to carry out a
clearly defined mission with a clear end
point. There will be no mission creep.

The peace agreement has given these par-
ties a real opportunity to have a peaceful fu-
ture. But they can't do it alone, and they're
looking to us to help.

America is seen by all of them as an honest
broker and a fair player. Each of you has
played a role in creating that image, and |
want to thank you for that as much as any-
thing else. The thing that has constantly im-
pressed me as | have dealt with people all
around the world is that people believe we
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are a nation with no bad motives for them
or their future.

That is what has made this moment pos-
sible in Bosnia, that is what has also imposed
upon us our responsibilities at this moment.
For all that you have done to bring that about
and for your support today, | thank you very,
very much.

Thank you.

Q. Do you think you can bring the House
along with you, Mr. President?

The President. Well, one thing at a time.
| think we're better off today than we were
yesterday. We're working on it day-by-day.
I’'m encouraged. | had a good visit with the
Speaker about it yesterday, and | talked with
several Members who were here last night
at the annual congressional ball. And we'’re
working at it.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. in the Cabi-
net Room at the White House.

Remarks to the White House
Conference on HIV and AIDS

December 6, 1995

The President. First of all, thank you,
Sean, and thank you, Eileen. Thank you,
Patsy Fleming and Secretary Shalala, Sec-
retary Cisneros. Thank you, Dr. Scott Hitt,
and all the members of the President’s advi-
sory council. I think most of them were actu-
ally sitting in the overflow room so the rest
of you can be here. But | thank them—
[Laughter]. We heard them. Let’s give them
a hand; maybe they can hear us. [Applause]
Thank you. | thank Dr. Varmus, Dr. Kessler,
all the others here who are involved in the
dramatic effort that they are making in the
fight against AIDS. Most of all, I thank all
of you for coming and for giving us a chance
to have this first-ever White House Con-
ference on HIV and AIDS.

So much has been said by the speakers
who have spoken before, and so much is still
to be said by the panelists and perhaps by
some of you in the audience, but I'm going
to do what I can to shorten my remarks, be-
cause | want to spend most of my time listen-
ing to you and focusing on where we go from



